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To encourage ageing in place, the Building (Planning) (Amendment) Regulation 2026 came into
operation on 1 August 2026 to introduce 16 mandatory requirements, including 13 requirements
applicable to common areas of residential buildings, commercial buildings and buildings with
residential or commercial units, and three requirements applicable to residential units in buildings,
with a view to safeguarding the safety of elderly persons and enhancing their mobility.

The mandatory requirements applicable to common areas include the provision of an automatic
door at one of the main entrances of a residential building, wider regulated routes with slip-
resistant floor surfaces and a higher illumination level, and dual-level handrails at main circulation
staircases with lower risers and wider treads, while those applicable to residential units include
wider main entrance doors with lower thresholds, as well as slip-resistant floor surfaces in
bathrooms, kitchens and toilets.

The Buildings Department (BD) has issued an information kit to assist the public in understanding
the new requirements. For details, please visit BD’s social media pages.
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“Large Scale Building Repair.Works - Points to Note for,Fire Safety”
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To ensure the safety/ of/ large  scale repair;works!in| buildings' and
protect their; occupants, owners, owners: corporations; property,
management: companies, consultants, contractors’ and frontline
site staff.should comply with'the relevant:fire safety/requirements.
For. example; enclosure walls' or. windows along means of
escape/protected lobbies must not'be removed or altered for/other,
purposes, windows: must not be covered, means of escape must|
be keptiunobstructed, and fire service installations'andiequipment
must be in effective operation. For further details; please refer to
the pamphlet “Large Scale Building Repair:\Works —Roints to/Note
for.Fire Safety” available on the BD’s)website atiwww:bd gov:hks
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UNLOCKING PROPERTY MANAGEMENT KNOWLEDGE
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During the rainy and typhoon seasons, owners and property management companies
should take precautionary measures and pay attention to the potential safety threats that
typhoons or rainstorms may pose to buildings, so as to minimise resulting public and
building safety incidents. After a typhoon or rainstorm, competent persons should be
engaged to carry out inspections and necessary repair works as soon as possible.
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