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The lack of slope maintenance is a major contributory factor to many landslides in Hong Kong. Private owners are
responsible for the maintenance of private slopes as well as slopes they are required to maintain under the terms
of a government lease, which includes arranging for the carrying out of “Routine Maintenance Inspection” at least
once a year and “Engineer Inspection for Maintenance” at least once every five years.

The Buildings Department (BD) is responsible for ensuring the safety of private slopes under the provisions of the
Buildings Ordinance (BO). When there is prima facie evidence that a slope is dangerous or liable to become
dangerous, BD will, on the advice of the Geotechnical Engineering Office, serve a Dangerous Hillside Order on the
owner concerned under section 27A of the BO requiring them to appoint an authorized person, a registered
structural engineer or a registered geotechnical engineer or any combination of them specified in the order to
undertake the investigation work and, if necessary, to appoint a registered specialist contractor to carry out slope
repair works.
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