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The erection of supporting structures for photovoltaic (PV) systems in private buildings (other than New
Territories Exempted Houses (village houses)) is building works subject to the control of the Buildings Ordinance
(BO). Under the BO, any person intending to carry out building works is required to appoint an authorized person
and, where necessary, a registered structural-engineer to prepare and submit building plans for approval by the
Buildings Department (BD), unless the works fall within the scope of minor works (MW) that can be carried out
under the simplified requirements of the Minor Works Control System (MWCS) or exempted works. Otherwise, the
works are regarded as unauthorised building works and subject to appropriate actions by BD in accordance with
the prevailing enforcement policy.

Under the MWCS, the erection or alteration of any supporting structure for a building services installation
(including air-conditioning unit, light fitting, antenna, transceiver or PV system, etc.) on-grade or on a roof of a
building can be carried out under MW item 1.50 or item 3.50, provided that the works fulfill the descriptions of
the MW items and comply with the BO and its subsidiary regulations.

Any person, be it an owner/occupant or his/her agent (such as the design company), is required to appoint
prescribed registered contractors (PRC) to carry out MW. In the case of Class | MW, prescribed building
professionals (PBP) should also be appointed for the design and supervision of the works. If a person, when
arranging for the works to be commenced or carried out, knowingly fails to appoint a PBP or PRC for the MW as
required by the law, that person commits an offence. BD may instigate prosecution under section 40(1AB) of the
BO. The offender shall be liable on conviction to a fine at level 6 ($100,000 at present). *

To ensure public safety, owners and/or property management companies are advised to arrange regular annual

to the “Handbook on Design, Operation and Maintenance of Solar Photovoltaic _Systenj,s’/publi d by the
Electrical and Mechanical Services Department. Additional precautionary measures (such as.i IIationy

wires) should also be considered especially before the typhoon season to ensUreyﬁe"ty.
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# Under MWIS, owners of private buildings aged 10 years or above (except domestic buildings not exceeding three

oreys), upon receiving statutory notices served by BD under section 30C of the BO, are required to appoint a QP to

out prescribed inspection for all windows in the building and supervise the prescribed repair works found

after the inspection. Where prescribed repair is required, the owners concerned must appoint a

ontractor to carry out the necessary prescribed repair under the supervision of a QP.

ir should be carried out in accordance with the standards and procedures of MWIS.
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