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Under the Minor Works Control System, structure
for supporting solar PV system may be erected or
altered on grade or on a slab/roof (other than a
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ZIOTiEE YONBTRESHE” EHERIERSTXFER In the previous issue of the Building Safety Quarterly, we talked about
o the legal requirements for erection of solar photovoltaic (PV) systems in

4 | ERn y B4 25 Bl ki S
Ra L ERAHBMAUAKIBERLIIRERY - New Territories Exempted Houses by property owners. Such solar
EEEIE: PV systems can also be installed, legally, in private buildings by owners.
s . In this issue, Build and Ding will explain the details of that and
o FEZRY) (@;ﬁg;g;ﬁigm) REIEH1.5%; discuss the points to note in relation to the subdivision of a flat

into the commonly-known “subdivided units”.

s XZRERGAAIREEFIMERERTEREXNTIRE
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o KIGRERMFAIPHERERE; -
: 5 Q Under the Minor Works Control System (MWCS), owners may
o KIFEERBR AL SR PHE N E R ERN T ; erect supporting structures for solar PV systems on the ground

. U or on a slab/roof (other than a cantilevered slab) or alter such
o KRFEERSARIPABEHEAKE ; erected structures.
o KIZRERMFAIIBIEFBAIKRL Points to Note:

o IBEYIERENIEE > AlIRE R BEE ] - e the height of the structures (including the concrete

plinth) should not exceed 1.5 metres;
BEEMARBRFERAGERANER the solar PV systems should not project beyond the

Installing Solar PV Systems in Private
Buildings

EMNEENRtFERE2EHE S (B external walls of the buildings or be erected on
TREEHEZ KIS : cantleveredslabs

For e Mt ien e e e () CenE e ET the solar PV systems should not overload the buildings;

when installing solar PV systems in private the solar PV systems should not obstruct the means of
buildings and the recommended design details, escape;

please refer to the Technical Guidelines on Minor
Works Control System:

the solar PV systems should not reduce or obstruct the
fire refuge areas;

the solar PV systems should not block

KIZHER G Rl B AT SME AGHERGTAIEREREXTIRE the drains;

The solar PV system should not project The solar PV system should not be erected on the solar PV systems should not cause

beyond the external walls of the building a cantilevered slab
damage to the waterproofing systems

of the buildings;

the structures should be safe and
secure, and able to resist the uplift
force/transverse wind.
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https://www.bd.gov.hk/tc/resources/codes-and-references/pv-panel/index.html

SHEFEM (BB RE")NESEE

Points to Note about Subdivided Flats
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Subdivided flats (SDFs) are not defined under the Buildings Ordinance (BO). For the purpose of the Buildings Department’s (BD) enforcement actions
under the BO, the term generally refers to cases where a unit shown on the approved plan is subdivided into two or more smaller self-contained units.

Building works associated with SDFs are subject to control under the BO. Owners who intend to carry out addition or alteration works to buildings should
consult building professionals on feasibility of the works, whether the works are minor works or works that require BD's prior approval and consent, to
ensure that the works do not contravene the BO.
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owners are required to appoint, under the BO, authorized persons and registered
structural engineers to prepare plans for the alteration and addition works. After
obtaining approval of plans and consent to the commencement of works from BD,

the works can be carried out by registered contractors in accordance with the
approved plans.
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they can be commenced through the simplified
requirements under the MWCS. Detailed information on
the relevant minor works items associated with SDFs are
set out in the pamphlet “Minor Works Control System for
interior renovation/alteration and subdivision of a flat”
issued by BD.
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they can be carried out without BD's prior approval and consent to the commencement
of works, the appointment of prescribed registered contractors or the supervision
of prescribed building professionals, provided that the regulations (which specify
the building design and construction standards in aspects such as

fire safety, structural safety and drainage works) under the BO
are not contravened.
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https://www.bd.gov.hk/doc/tc/resources/pamphlets-and-videos/MWCS_interior_c.pdf
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Common irregularities of building works associated with SDFs:
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Subdivision of a flat that obstructs the means
of escape leading to the exit staircase
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Erection of non-load bearing walls or
thickening of floor slabs by laying solid
screeding that affects the structural safety
of a building
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Removal or replacement of the fire rated
door at the original entrance to a flat by a
door with inadequate fire resistance rating
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Formation of new door openings or
ventilation openings in the fire resisting
enclosure at the exit staircase

E{uSbREERIPITER - FHBER LR
Installation of the door or metal gate at a flat
that obstructs the means of escape
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Addition or alteration of drains that results
in serious water seepage and affects
environmental hygiene
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Industrial buildings (IBs) are not designed for domestic use and units in IBs may be used fc
activities or storage of dangerous and/or inflammable goods. Even if all the other units a
not used for industrial activities or storage of dangerous and inflammable goods at t
occupiers move in, they can still be used for industrial use which is incompatible with do
or used for storing dangerous and inflammable goods at any time. As such, illegal use o
domestic premises will pose a serious safety risk to occupiers. To ensure public
Government is taking stringent enforcement action aga Pl
domestic premises in IBs. For details, please refer to BD Subdivided Flats in
www.bd.gov.hk. Industrial Buildings
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