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The epidemic is running rampant recently. In this issue, Build and Ding specifically consolidated
some information on healthy drains to introduce to you two major members of the drains family

— the traps and anti-syphonage pipes/anti-syphonage air valves. Let’s revisit what we already know and learn some
household tips to prevent diseases. Together, we fight the virus!
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U-SHAPED TRAP

When a trap is filled with water, water seal is formed and prevents virus and foul odour in drain pipes from entering the premises.
All facilities including wash basin, wash-up sink, floor drain, water closet, bathtub, shower tray, washing machines, etc. must be fitted with

an effective water seal to prevent virus and foul odour
in drain pipes from entering the premises.
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air valves are connected to the traps to T NN
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remove the water seals in the traps of the
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rooftops of buildings and be unsealed, air
can move towards the connecting branch
pipes through the anti-syphonage pipes to 9
balance the difference in the air pressures EFFECT
caused by the syphonage effect. It can '
thus prevent the loss of water seals in the . J‘ /
traps and ensure a proper functioning of BkES

the traps. Anti-syphonage air valves also WASTE PIPE

perform the same function as that of the
anti-syphonage pipes.
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lllegal alterations to traps or anti-syphonage pipes/anti-syphonage air valves can lead to the disappearance of

water seals in the traps; viruses may then getinto the premises through the drainage pipes. To avoid this from
happening, bear in mind the following six major household tips for the prevention of diseases:
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Six major household tips for disease prevention
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Pour about into each drain outlet in the
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kitchen/toilet/bathroom once a week MEEER-W-E-R>

if the drainage pipes are leaking,
3 ) worn, blocked or giving off bad smell
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when changing the bathtub into a shower tray
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Be sure to install a trap with an anti-syphonage air
valve at the

to carry out alteration ®© 6 0606 060 0 0 0 0 o
works of major drainage pipes or branch pipes and S e St S S
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(Note: repairing or changing the sanitary fitment/branch pipes indoor in
accordance with the original design are regarded as exempted building works)
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Healthy drainage pipes are very important. Any misuse or improper

maintenance may cause damage to the drainage pipes which will affect the

environmental hygiene and pose threat to your health. To maintain a safe and

healthy living environment, drainage pipes should be kept in good conditions and

never be altered illegally. If the drainage pipes are found to be leaking or worn, please
appoint qualified building professionals or contractors to carry out inspection and
repair as soon as possible. Property owners can apply for loans from the Buildings
Department (BD) and financial assistance from the Urban Renewal Authority. Please refer to
BD’s website for details.

FREBTERI B IR RERFARAREEFZINEIERERR JENB R ERME
BERARILEABRREREE BEITRRRMEE-

It has often been said that prevention is better than cure. An extra attention paid to the
health of drains in daily life represents a problem nipped from the bud. In this way, we
wouldn't need to carry out large-scale repair works. They can indeed be very costly and

L Mz R R time-consuming.
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List of Registered Schemes

Professionals or Contractors


https://www.bd.gov.hk/tc/resources/codes-and-references/epidemic-prevention-information/index-drainage-systems.html#search-verify-contractors
https://www.bd.gov.hk/tc/resources/codes-and-references/epidemic-prevention-information/index-financial-assistance.html
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The Fifth Building Safety Advanced Certificate Course
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The fifth Building Safety Advanced Certificate Course was successfully held on 11 and
18 December 2021. The two-day course, held annually in December by BD, helps those who
have completed the online Building Safety Certificate Course (BSCC) develop a deeper
understanding of building safety. The topics on building safety this year covered the Building
(Minor Works) (Amendment) Regulation 2021, the Fire Safety (Industrial Buildings) Ordinance
and the installation of solar photovoltaic system in New Territories Exempted Houses which
were delivered by BD colleagues from Mandatory Building Inspection Section, Village Houses
Section, Minor Works and Signboard Control Section, and Fire Safety Section. A course
certificate is awarded to participants who have attended the two-day lectures and completed
the online test with at least 40% correct answers. 179 participants obtained the course
certificate this year.
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The sixth Building Safety Advanced
Certificate Course will be held in
December this year. Stay tuned to
the BD website and social media for
our latest updates.
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