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Get to know the Building (Minor Works) (Amendment) Regulation 2020

(Amendment Regulation)

97T Introduction
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FRESEFENHERER-

The Minor Works Control System (MWCS), which came into full operation on 31 December 2010, provides a lawful,
simple, safe and convenient way to the public in carrying out small-scale building works. Before its implementation,
all building works, except for those exempted under section 41(3) of the Buildings Ordinance (BO), were required to
obtain prior approval and consent of the Buildings Department (BD) before their commencement. With the MWCS,
building owners may carry out specified minor works (MW) under simplified requirements without the need to

obtain prior approval and consent from BD.

 (fBETHRH) Amendment Regulation
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The MWCS, proven to be a simple and convenient way in carrying out small-scale building works, is generally well-received by both the
industry and the public. In response to the growing demand of the public and the industry to extend the coverage of the MWCS to

more small-scale building works, the Amendment Regulation came into effect on 1 September 2020 with the numbers of MW items
and designated exempted works (DEW) items increased from 126 to 187 and from 15 to 30 respectively. These items include:
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« installation of greening features

which promote a green and quality
built environment, such as planters,
ponds, fountains, trellises and
metal frames for growing of
plants;
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Example 1: a planter
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« various amenity features meeting

the genuine needs of building
occupants, such as retractable
awnings, supporting structures and
metal casings for building services
installations and wind guards;
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Example 2: a retractable awning
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« repair or replacement of curtain

walls, small-sized reinforced polyester
water tanks and cat ladders for
maintenance purposes.

Example 3: repair of curtain walls
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What's more, a new Type H MW related to the ventilation system inside a building has been added under the Amendment Regulation.
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Summary of changes in the number of MW items
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fHER:

BD carries out audit checks on MW submissions
selected at random, in order to ensure that the
submissions and proposed MW comply with the BO
and its subsidiary regulations. If contraventions are
found, BD will consider taking enforcement action
against non-compliant MW and prosecution/
disciplinary action against the person concerned.
Here are some mistakes commonly seen:
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Summary of changes in the number of DEW items
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DEW

1.MO0000000O0DOO0O0O
No. of extant DEW items

200000000000 15
No. of new DEW items

MO000D0O000OOOO00n 8
No. of amended extant DEW items
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in the submission
TRAE:
Works description :
BRIFRRFHEEEBA TR E ML

Repair of concrete projection from a structural member in accordance
with the original design
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The works involves repair of a concrete
projection (not a projection described in
MW item 2.17) which is a cantilevered slab
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Correct: The works should be carried out under MW

item 1.17 ‘
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MW item in the submission
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Works description :
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Thickening of a floor slab by laying solid screeding
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If a non-load bearing block wall is added in the
flat, the aggregate length of the additional wall
per m? of the floor area of the flat is more than:
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0.1 m (for a domestic flat); or
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MW item in the submission
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Works description :
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A domestic flat subdivided into three or more rooms (sub-divided flats
(SDFs)), at least three of which are provided with lavatories and used
as places for sleeping

fHER :
Incorrect :
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Inadequate windows for natural lighting and
ventilation provision for lavatories, kitchens and
rooms used for habitation

" 02K GHERIEF B EREMGE: DOEmANS (REMERR)HRG) $30 -
0.2 m (for a non-domestic flat) Correct: 31 X% 361&FrsT IR RIRBE N BRI E
These rooms should comply with the requirements
IEFEMGE : AR TREERE AR TIEE S 4418817 for natural lighting and ventilation stipulated
Correct: The works should be carried out under MW in regulations 30, 31 and 36 of the Building
i . (Planning) Regulations (B(P)R)
K item 1.44 ) \L }

NEITI2HNZ I Know More about MW
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Replacement works of windows or window walls
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MW Items (Windows or Window Walls)

If the window or window wall does not form part of the
existing protective barrier, i.e. the distance between the lowest
point of the main frame of the window or window wall
and the adjoining floor > 1.1 m, the replacement of such
window or window wall should be carried out under MW item
1.60/2.8/3.6.

If the distance between the lowest point of the main frame of
the existing window or window wall and the adjoining floor
< 1.1m, the erection/alteration of the window or window wall
may involve the erection/alteration of protective barrier.
Advice from building professionals or registered contractors
should be sought to ensure the compliance of the relevant
requirements and regulations, before the commencement
of the works. However, if this type of window or window wall
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was located at staircase (including landing) or premises for domestic use, the
replacement of such window or window wall may be carried out under MW item 2.8
and the enhancement works with descriptions specified in Appendix X of

“Technical Guidelines on Minor Works Control System”.

For details of the above, kindly refer to the “Technical Guidelines on Minor Works
Control System” in the website of BD or seek advice from relevant building

professionals or registered contractors.
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MW Items (Protective Barriers)


https://www.bd.gov.hk/tc/building-works/minor-works/minor-works-items/index_mwcs_items_c1.html
https://www.bd.gov.hk/tc/building-works/minor-works/minor-works-items/index_mwcs_items_c9.html?fbclid=IwAR1ncFzBykopcIHtwUWa-REikJXkcvlSd0k241B44Tg9tYNuQavYOVbTyv8
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Erection, alteration or removal works of drainage systems inside buildings
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A registered class Ill MW contractor was fined a total of $15,000 at the Eastern Magistrates’ Courts

in December 2020 for contravention of the BO. The contractor had knowingly misrepresented a material fact in
the document given to BD, and carried out minor works belonging to a class for which he was not registered.
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A registered minor works contractor and its authorized signatory were ordered by the Registered Contractors'
Disciplinary Board to have their names removed from register for four months for misconducting themselves in

carrying out unauthorised building works.

For erection, alteration or removal works
of drainage systems (including the anti-
syphonage pipes) inside buildings, i.e.
Class Il MW (MW item 2.30) and Class Il
MW (MW items 3.23 and 3.24) of the
MW(CS, owners may carry out the works in
accordance with the simplified requirements
under the MWCS by appointing qualified
contractors registered under the BO, so
as to ensure that the drainage system in
their properties is in compliance with
the provisions of the BO and its subsidiary
regulations. In particular, every sanitary
fitment (such as the water closet, wash basin and bathtub) should
be provided with an effective water seal (such as a trap with
anti-syphonage provision). Such requirements are also applicable
to the erection or alteration works of drainage pipes involved in
SDFs.

BD reminds building owners not to carry out illegal alteration or removal
works of the drainage system in their flats. They include illegal addition to
drainage pipes due to alteration to the layout of the kitchen or bathroom,
removal of anti-syphonage pipes of the water closet or removal of bottle
traps with anti-syphonage air valves of the wash basin.

Common renovation works involving repair or replacement of internal
branch pipes (other than embedded pipes) or sanitary fitments (such as
water closets, wash basins and bathtubs) are exempted building works. The
carrying out of these works is not subject to the MWCS. But if they involve
repair of main pipes, they are MW. That means qualified contractors
registered under the BO should be appointed in accordance with the MWCS
for carrying out such works.

Owners who intend to carry out alteration and addition works to their
buildings should have prior consultation with qualified building
professionals on issues including whether the works are feasible, whether
they are MW, and whether BD's prior approval and consent are required, so
as to ensure that the works do not contravene the BO.
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Prosecution of offenders is an integral part of BD's enforcement responsibility. Here are a few noteworthy prosecution cases:
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Learn more
about this case
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Learn more
about this case


https://www.bd.gov.hk/tc/whats-new/press-releases/2021/0103-registered-minor-works-contractor-fined-for-contravening-minor-works-law.html?fbclid=IwAR0xhR9XQ9ImJNQFK-ccoyoijI7QM7JM9X1fXbyeQCwap95nrx1SKU8yIGU
https://www.bd.gov.hk/tc/whats-new/press-releases/2020/0731-registered-minor-works-contractor-and-its-authorized-signatory-ordered-by-disciplinary-board-to-have-their-names-removed-from-register-for-four-months.html?fbclid=IwAR3wjBY3wbPIxHYCR9Se9m1_K4gn3PAotlaoiU9lkdHiQEad0QrikDSIRug
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Stay aware of your property at ease! With the LR’s Property Alert, property owners can stay vigilant of what is
happening to their properties wherever they are. Those who subscribe to the service will receive email notifications
from the LR when instruments affecting their properties (such as mortgages, repair notices and repair orders issued
by the Building Authority, etc.) have been lodged for registration. It enables early detection of any unexpected
or suspicious instruments delivered for registration against their properties so that they can take prompt
follow-up actions or consult the lawyers.

| \ . i N e e E
N | gEemmtss R e — R AR B R AR A — R R IE5807T B S AR
- (g ) ~ | EEZVEEF HREHHEER X F I UERS AR LIERHF B e ERIABKEHEIRIN
= TRE] S AT BB IS TR TS
2 Property owners can opt for the one-off subscription offered by the LR. By paying the one-off
subscription fee of HK$580, property owners can enjoy the service until change of property ownership.
\,: Service renewal is not required. Property owners may also submit their applications by post/courier
service or online. Hence, even those who stay outside Hong Kong for extended periods of time can
also apply for the service at ease.
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For further details of Property Alert, please visit the LR’s website
or call its Customer Service Hotline at 3105 0000.
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Buildings Department Website E-Learning Centre
www.bd.gov.hk . elearning.bd.gov.hk
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