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To Save Buildings,
We Count You In

Why must you take part?

Buildings are where we live, work and carry out activities
every day. For many people, buildings are also their most
valuable asset. Safety and maintenance of buildings are
closely related to your daily life —

e You may live or work in or near a dilapidated building, or
frequent such buildings

e You may be the owner, member of the owners’ corporation
(OQ) or occupant of a dilapidated building

e Building accidents may endanger lives and properties of
yourself, your family or other people, and responsible
parties may have to bear severe compensation or even
criminal liability

e The Buildings Department (BD) may prosecute those who
fail to comply with statutory orders to inspect or repair
buildings or remove unauthorised building works (UBWs)

e Proper maintenance of buildings will improve the living
environment, promote the well being of residents and
enhance asset value

Ageing Building Stock in Hong Kong

e There are about 4 000 buildings aged 50 years or older, and
this figure will increase by 500 every year. The number of
buildings aged 30 years or older is 17 000 and will increase
to 28 000 in 10 years.

e Buildings in Hong Kong are mainly constructed using
reinforced concrete with a general design life span of 50
years.

¢ If we do not act now, the condition of these buildings will
rapidly deteriorate and endanger public safety.

How should you take part?

A building owner should -

e manage and maintain
your building with other
owners, establish an OC
and hire a professional
property management
company

e follow the law (e.g.
the new minor works
control system) and
appoint authorised
persons and registered contractors in carrying out all
building works

e stay alert and, upon discovery of any building safety
problems or irregularities (e.g. loosened or spalled concrete
on ceilings, cracks in columns or beams of buildings),
arrange repair works or report to the BD immediately

o take statutory orders and notices (e.g. removal orders
against UBWs, repair orders and mandatory building and
window inspection notices in the future) seriously and take
immediate follow-up action

A building occupant should -

e choose flats carefully and avoid renting premises in
dilapidated buildings or those with UBWSs or unauthorised
subdivision

e stay alert and, upon discovery of any building safety
problems or irregularities, request the owners to carry out
repair works or report to the BD immediately

e co-operate with the Government and owners to facilitate
the carrying out of building inspection and maintenance
works

A building professional, contractor or worker
should -

e follow the statutory requirements and only carry out
building works that you are qualified and registered for

e maintain professionalism and refuse to carry out any UBWSs
even upon request by clients

e ensure safety and take all necessary safety precautions in
carrying out building works

A member of the public should -

e stay alert and, upon discovery
of any building safety problems
or irregularities or any UBWSs
being constructed in buildings,
request the responsible parties
to take action or report to the
BD immediately.

Buildings Department Reporting Hotline: 2626 1616

Multi-Pronged Approach for
Building Safety

The collapse of a building on Ma Tau Wai Road in January
2010 has raised grave public concern over building safety
problems. It has also revealed that public awareness on
building safety is still low. With the imminent completion of
the BD's 10-year UBWs removal programme, the Government
has completed a comprehensive review of Hong Kong's
building safety policy and measures. We will adopt a new
multi-pronged approach to address the increasingly severe
problem of ageing buildings with the concerted efforts of
the whole community.

The Government will —

Enact effective legislation that meets the

development needs of the community

e To fully commence the minor works control system by the
end of 2010 to facilitate the public to carry out small-scale
building works with simplified requirements

e To work closely with the Legislative Council in the scrutiny
of the bill for the mandatory building inspection scheme
and mandatory window inspection scheme for their early
implementation

e To amend the Buildings
Ordinance for the
introduction of a signboard
control system to deal with
around 190 000 existing
unauthorised signboards in
Hong Kong

e To amend the Buildings Ordinance to enhance deterrence
against non-compliance with statutory orders or notices,
targetting uncooperative owners and persons —

_ To empower the BD to apply for a court warrant to enter
private premises for investigation, inspection and repair
works

— To impose a 20% punitive surcharge on owners who fail
to comply with statutory orders or notices and require
the BD to arrange the works

_ To impose criminal charge on owners who refuse to
share the OCs' costs of works for complying with
statutory orders or notices regarding common areas

e To amend the Building (Minor Works) Regulation to more
effectively address the building safety problems associated
with subdivided flats

Take vigorous enforcement action against persons
who are irresponsible and breach the building safety
legislation

e To take vigorous actions against UBWs —

_ To revise the enforcement
policy by extending the
BD’s scope of UBWs
subject to immediate
enforcement action
to include UBWs on
rooftops, flat roofs,
yards and lanes (no
matter whether they are
newly constructed or posing imminent danger)
— To strengthen enforcement action, respond to public
complaints and issue removal orders more swiftly
_ To swiftly instigate prosecutions against non-compliant
owners and arrange removal works upon their default

e To continue to launch large scale operations to tackle the
problems of UBWs, defective buildings and unauthorised
subdivision of flats

Provide support and assistance to building owners in
need

e To enhance the division
of work among the BD,
Urban Renewal Authority
(URA) and Hong Kong
Housing Society (HKHS)
to maximise synergy
effect: the BD to perform
a regulatory role while
the URA and HKHS to provide support to owners on a
geographical basis

e To consolidate the various existing technical and financial
assistance schemes into one and provide comprehensive
one-stop technical and financial support service to owners
in need

e To formulate long-term measures to handle water seepage
problems

Promote publicity and public education to foster
building care culture

e To launch a community monitoring programme to
encourage the public to report building safety problems

e To launch large-scale publicity and public education
campaign to disseminate building safety messages to
building owners, occupants, building professionals,
contractors, workers, property management personnel,
students and the general public, and foster a building
safety culture

Enquiries
Any enquiry on this pamphlet can be addressed to the
Buildings Department —

Mailing address: G/F, Buildings Department Headquarters,
North Tower, West Kowloon Government
Offices, 11 Hoi Ting Road,
Yau Ma Tei, Kowloon

E-mail address:  enquiry@bd.gov.hk

Hotline: 2626 1616
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