
Buildings Department Practice Note for Registered Contractors 76

Code of Practice for Site Supervision 2009 

The Buildings Department (BD) has set up a Technical Committee (TC) 
to, among others, collect and consider the views and feedback from the building industry 
arising from the use of the Code of Practice for Site Supervision 2009 (the Code).  
Taking into account the advice of the TC, the following amendments to the Code have 
been promulgated and consolidated in the Code (2021 Edition):  

(a) Appendix A – May 2015 
(b) Appendix B – June 2016 
(c) Appendix C – May 2019 
(d) Appendix D – September 2020 
(e) Appendix E – December 2020  
(f) Appendix F – March 2021 

Academic Courses Recognised as Acceptable Qualifications 

2. The required professional / academic qualifications and experience of 
technically competent persons (TCPs) are set out in paragraphs 8.18 to 8.24 of the Code.  
In the past years, some courses organised by local institutes or universities have also been 
accepted as equivalent academic qualifications under the Code.  As a ready reference to 
the practitioners, a list showing the latest courses which are recognised as acceptable 
academic qualifications for TCP T1 to T3 under the Code is set out in Appendix G. 

Repeal of Corresponding Recognition 

3. The corresponding recognition for TCP as set out in Appendix X of the 
Code which is based on the membership of particular professional institutions is repealed 
via the issue of the amendments to the Code on 8 May 2015 in Appendix A.  

4. Members of these professional institutions previously accepted to practise 
as TCPs may continue to practise as TCPs subject to evidence demonstrating the previous 
recognition of their TCP qualifications being provided to BD upon the submission of the 
supervision plans. 

/Technically …
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Technically Competent Persons Registration Scheme 

5. In collaboration with BD, the Construction Industry Council (CIC) 
administers the Technically Competent Persons Registration Scheme (TCPRS) with a 
view to maintaining a list of TCPs1 (TCP List) to facilitate the submission and checking 
of supervision plans such that the curriculum vitae of the proposed TCPs and Competent 
Person (Logging) will not be required when submitting supervision plans for individual 
projects to BD if they have been registered under the TCPRS.  In addition to 
streamlining the work for the preparation and checking of supervision plans, the TCPRS 
aims to assist the industry to gauge the supply of TCPs and Competent Persons (Logging), 
and enhance the quality, skills and knowledge of TCPs and Competent Persons (Logging) 
through continuous training.  The TCPRS is a voluntary scheme and runs in parallel to 
the current requirement of provision of curriculum vitae in the supervision plans. 

6. Under the TCPRS, an applicant should fulfill the minimum qualifications 
and relevant working experience for relevant grade of TCP or Competent Person 
(Logging) as set out in the TM and the Code at the time of application.  In addition, BD 
would provide technical support to CIC in administering the TCPRS.  For details of 
TCPRS, including application for inclusion, retention and restoration in the TCP List, 
reference should be made to CIC website for TCPRS at www.tcprs.cic.hk. 

7. The appointment of TCPs would generally be accepted by BD if the TCPs 
are included in the relevant categories of the TCP List, except for over-engagement.  To 
ensure the availability of TCPs for a project, the appointed TCPs are required to confirm 
in the supervision plan that they are not overloaded with engagement in other construction 
sites.  Any false certification or declaration may be subject to legal action. 

8. To realise the full benefit of the TCPRS, registered contractors (RCs) 
should encourage eligible TCPs to apply for inclusion in the TCP List for recognition of 
their qualifications and experience.  As the heads of the safety management structure of 
the respective functional streams, RCs should consider engaging TCPs in the TCP List. 

9. A similar practice note has been issued to authorized persons, registered 
structural engineers and registered geotechnical engineers. 

( YU Tak-cheung ) 
Building Authority 

Ref. : BD GR/1-50/82/1 (IV) 

First issue  May 2015  
Last revision December 2020  
This revision September 2021 (AD/NB2) (Paragraphs 1 and 2 amended, and Appendix 

F added) 

1  Upon setting up the TCP List comprising the particulars of registrants including name, TCP 
number, accepted TCP categories and the validity period of registration, it will be accessible 
from both BD website www.bd.gov.hk and CIC website www.cic.hk. 

http://www.bd.gov.hk/
http://www.cic.hk/




























































































  

   

  

 
   
   

 

Appendix E 
(PNRC 76) 

Amendments to the Code of Practice for Site Supervision 2009 

( December 2020 ) 

Legends: 
1111
1111 

Amended 
Deleted 

(12/2020) 



 

   

  
 

  
   

 
   
 

   
 

 
    

 
   

   
  

 

 
      
  
  

  
  

 

   
 
   
 

    
 

 
    

 
   

   
   

 

 
      
   
  

  
  
  

   
 

 
 

 
 
  

Proposed Amendments to the Code of Practice for Site Supervision 2009 

Current version Amendments 
3 Objective and General Principles 3 Objective and General Principles 

3.1 

Objectives 

This Code sets out and explains : 

(a) the procedures for establishing site supervision 
requirements for various types of building works or street 
works; 

(b) the deployment of Technically Competent Persons 
(TCPs) and the combination of their duties; 

(c) the principles of safety management structure within each 
functional stream (“stream”) and the responsibilities and 
duties of the head, representative and TCPs of each 
stream; 

(d) the specific tasks of TCPs in carrying out site supervision; 
(e) the division of responsibility for temporary works; 
(f) the qualification and experience requirements for each 

grade of TCP; and 
(g) the procedures for dealing with non-conformities. 

Objectives 

3.1 This Code sets out and explains : 

(a) the procedures for establishing site supervision 
requirements for various types of building works or street 
works; 

(b) the deployment of Technically Competent Persons 
(TCPs) and the combination of their duties; 

(c) the principles of safety management structure within each 
functional stream (“stream”) and the responsibilities and 
duties of the head, representative and TCPs of each 
stream; 

(d) the specific tasks of TCPs in carrying out site supervision; 
(e) the division of responsibility for temporary works; 
(f) the qualification and experience requirements for each 

grade of TCP; andt 
(g) the procedures for dealing with non-conformitiest; and 
(h) the procedures for application for inclusion in a list of 

TCPs (TCP List) for the purposes of the Buildings 
Ordinance. 
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Current version 
4 Safety Management and Responsibilities of Relevant 

Personnel 

Responsibilities of Relevant Personnel 
… 
Table 4.2 
Responsibilities and Duties under RSE’s Stream 

Responsibilities 

Responsibilities 

Registered Structural Engineer 
… 
 Giving permission to the RC for 

carrying out temporary works 
categorized as Case 3 under 
paragraph 4.7 of this Code. 

Amendments 
4 Safety Management and Responsibilities of Relevant 

Personnel 

Responsibilities of Relevant Personnel 
… 
Table 4.2 
Responsibilities and Duties under RSE’s Stream 

Responsibilities 

Table 4.3 

Registered Structural Engineer 
… 
 Giving permission to the RC for 

carrying out temporary works 
categorized as Case 3 under 
paragraph 4.78 of this Code. 

Table 4.3 
Responsibilities and Duties under RGE’s Stream 

Registered Geotechnical Engineer 
Responsibilities and Duties under RGE’s Stream 

Responsibilities 

Registered Geotechnical Engineer 
… 
 Giving permission to the RC for 

carrying out temporary works 
categorized as Case 3 under 
paragraph 4.78 of this Code. 

… 
 Giving permission to the RC for 

carrying out temporary works 
categorized as Case 3 under 
paragraph 4.7 of this Code. 
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Current version Amendments 
4 Safety Management and Responsibilities of Relevant 

Personnel 

Responsibilities of Relevant Personnel 

Table 4.4 
Responsibilities and Duties under RC’s Stream 

Authorized Signatory 
… 

Duties  Preparing plans, method statement 
and/or precautionary and protective 
measures for temporary works 
categorized as Case 2 and/or Case 3 
under paragraph 4.7 of this Code. 

… 

4 Safety Management and Responsibilities of Relevant 
Personnel 

Responsibilities of Relevant Personnel 

Table 4.4 
Responsibilities and Duties under RC’s Stream 

Authorized Signatory 
… 

Duties  Preparing plans, method statement 
and/or precautionary and protective 
measures for temporary works 
categorized as Case 2 and/or Case 3 
under paragraph 4.78 of this Code. 

… 

… … 
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Current version Amendments 
4 

4.6 
4.7 
4.8 
4.9 
4.10 

Safety Management and Responsibilities of Relevant 
Personnel 

Responsibilities of Relevant Personnel 
… 
(Contents unchanged and not shown for clarity) 
(Contents unchanged and not shown for clarity) 
(Contents unchanged and not shown for clarity) 
(Contents unchanged and not shown for clarity) 
(Contents unchanged and not shown for clarity) 

4 Safety Management and Responsibilities of Relevant 
Personnel 

Responsibilities of Relevant Personnel 
… 

4.6 AP, RSE and RGE are deemed to satisfy the minimum 
qualifications and experience required for each grade of TCP set 
out in Table 2 of the Technical Memorandum within their 
respective streams. They may take up the supervision duties of 
all grades of TCPs within their respective streams provided that 
their frequency level of inspection for that particular grade of TCP 
is not less than that required under Table 1 of the Technical 
Memorandum and this Code. 

4.47 (Contents unchanged, amendments on numbering only) 
4.48 (Contents unchanged, amendments on numbering only) 
4.49 (Contents unchanged, amendments on numbering only) 
4.410 (Contents unchanged, amendments on numbering only) 
4.411 (Contents unchanged, amendments on numbering only) 
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Current version Amendments 
8 Supervision Requirements 

… 
-

8 

8.25 

8.26 

8.27 

Supervision Requirements 

… 
TCP List recognised by BA 

The Construction Industry Council has administered a TCP List via 
a registration system. From time to time, the BA may give 
guidance on the administration of the registration system and the 
TCP List. 

Any person possessing the minimum qualifications and experience 
as set out in paragraphs 8.18 to 8.24 for TCPs and Appendix VII 
for Competent Person (Logging) may apply for inclusion in the 
TCP List. 

Based on the qualifications and experience requirements set out in 
Tables 8.4 to 8.8 and Appendix VII, application for inclusion in 33 
different types of TCP categories are defined in Table 8.9. 
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Current version Amendments 
- Table 8.9 

Different Types of TCP Categories 
AP’s stream RSE’s stream RGE’s stream RC’s stream 
AP-T4-BW(G)/FW/BW(O) 
AP-T3-GIFW 
AP-T3-BW(G)/FW 
AP-T3-BW(O) 
AP-T3-MW 

RSE-T5-DW 
RSE-T5-BW(G)/FW/BW(O)/A&A(H) 
RSE-T3-BW(G)/FW 
RSE-T3-BW(O) 
RSE-T3-MW 

RGE-T5-GIFW/BW(G) 
RGE-T3-GIFW 
RGE-T3-BW(G) 
RGE-T2-MW 

RC-T5-DW 
RC-T5-A&A(H) 
RC-T4-GIFW 
RC-T4-BW(G) 
RC-T4-FW 
RC-T4-FW(O) 
RC-T4-BW(O) 
RC-T3-BW(O) 
RC-T3-MW 
RC-T2-BW(G) 
RC-T2-FW 
RC-T2-FW(O) 
RC-T1-GIFW 
RC-T1-BW(G) 
RC-T1-FW 
RC-T1-FW(O) 
RC-T1-BW(O) 
RC-T1-MW 
RC-CP-GIFW 

Legends:  
Stream-Grade-Type of Works 

GIFW – Ground Investigation Field Works 

BW(G) – Building Works with significant geotechnical content 

FW – Foundation Works 

FW(O) – Foundation Works (except for piling works) 

BW(O) – Street Works or all Building Works (other than the above types of works and Minor Works) 

MW – Minor Works 

DW – Demolition Works 

A&A(H) – Alteration and addition Works (Heritage Building) 

CP – Competent Person (Logging) 
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Current version Amendments 
- 8.28 The validity period for inclusion in the TCP List is 5 years. An 

application for retention of name in the TCP List should be 
submitted within a specified period prior to the expiry of the 
validity period. A TCP may apply for restoration of his name 
in the TCP List after expiry of the validity period. 
Applications for retention and restoration will be assessed 
based on the criteria as specified in paragraph 8.26 above.  

8.29 Any person who is accepted for inclusion in the TCP List is 
deemed to possess equivalent minimum qualifications and 
experience required for the relevant grades of TCPs and 
Competent Person (Logging) as specified in Table 2 of the TM 
and this Code during the validity period of inclusion in the TCP 
List. The curriculum vitae (CV) for the academic 
qualifications and relevant working experience of the appointed 
TCPs is not required when submitting supervision plans for 
individual projects if these TCPs are on the TCP List for the 
relevant categories of works. 

8.30 For the appointed TCPs who are not AP/RSE/RGE and not on 
the TCP List, the CV for their academic qualifications and 
relevant working experience should be provided as required in 
paragraphs 5, 6, 9, 10, 13, 14, 17 & 18 of Appendix I upon 
submission of the supervision plan for different types of works 
for individual projects. Their contact information should be 
provided on page 2 of the Annex to the supervision plan to 
facilitate communication between BD and TCPs. 

8.31 The requirements for submission of CVs and contact 
information mentioned in paragraph 8.30 are not applicable to 
those TCPs who are AP/RSE/RGE. 
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Current version Amendments 
Appendix I Appendix I 
… … 
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Current version Amendments 
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Current version Amendments 
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Current version Amendments 
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Current version Amendments 
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Current version Amendments 
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