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Concrete Batching Plant 
 

Background 
 

Concrete Batching Plants (CBP) were originally located within 
construction sites for supply of concrete for on-site construction activities. Such CBP 
were commonly considered to be machinery and equipment and did not in the 
circumstances fall into the definition of 'building' under the Buildings Ordinance 
(BO). Over time, some CBP have evolved to become bigger, and others sited in urban 
areas, near buildings and public thoroughfares.  
 
2. From time to time, Authorized Persons (AP) and Registered Structural 
Engineers (RSE) exercise their professional judgment in determining whether to 
submit plans of CBPs to the Building Authority (BA) for approval. Buildings 
Department (BD) also advises, in response to specific enquiries, on the need for 
submission of plans for approval. 
 
Building Works 
 
3. What constitutes a building and therefore becomes subject to the 
application of the BO is a question of degree and circumstances, including any risk 
they may pose to public safety. The BA is of the view that CBP fixed to and founded 
on the ground, connected to a utility supply and with a control room, are buildings 
under the BO. Hence approval and consent are required prior to their erection. 
 
Requirements 
 
4. Taking into account the growing concern on the public safety posed by 
contemporary CBP1, the BA takes the following position on CBP: - 
 

 New CBP 
 

(a) For new CBP including associated structures such as cement, 
sand and aggregate handling facilities, building plans prepared 
by AP and RSE should be submitted to the BA for approval in 
accordance with the BO and regulations (including 
compliance with the town plan) before they are erected.  For 
the common type of CBP shown on Appendix A, BA is 
prepared to process applications for approval and consent 
simultaneously upon request and such applications will be 
dealt with as outlined in Appendix B; 

/(b) ….. 

                                                           
1 Contemporary CBP may comprise, inter alia, washing-out pits, elevators, conveyor belts, ground hoppers, 
mixing drums, workspaces and offices, silos, water-tanks, storage areas/tanks, structural supports including 
foundations 
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Relocation of an approved CBP 
 

 Relocation of an approved CBP to a new site will be subject to a new 60-day 
submission, however the original structural calculations may be used subject to 
reassessment for wind load and ground conditions by a RSE.  The structural 
submission will be processed within 30 days provided the site is similar in all 
respects to the existing site and satisfies all the requirements as stipulated in 
Appendix C. 

 
 The general building plan submission will also be processed within 30 days 

provided referral to other departments (except FSD) is not required.  (Practice 
Note for Authorised Persons and Registered Structural Engineer No 99 is 
relevant.) 

 
Existing unapproved CBPs 

 
 In respect of existing unapproved CBP's the structural justification required for 

its stability and integrity will be restricted to basic details of the main structural 
components and by at least one trial pit in respect of the existing foundations 
together with an appraisal and inspection report on the existing conditions of all 
the structural elements and member connections and certification by a RSE for 
their fitness for use. 

 
Relocation of existing unapproved CBP 

 
 Relocation of an existing unapproved CBP to a new site will be dealt with as a 

new 60-day submission.  In respect of the above ground structural elements 
justification should be by way of laboratory tests etc together with an appraisal 
and inspection report on the existing conditions of all the structural elements 
and certification by a RSE for their fitness for re-use. 

 
Non Typical CBP 
 

 If the plant contains features or accommodation which are not in a typical 
batching plant, or cannot meet the waiver requirements, the proposal for the 
whole plant will be processed in the same manner as for an ordinary building. 
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