
 
 
 
 

 

Buildings Department     208Practice Note for Authorized Persons 
and Registered Structural Engineers 

  
Buildings Ordinance section 18(6) 

Authority to Enter Buildings 
 

General 
 
  Section 18(1) of the Buildings Ordinance authorizes the erection of shoring 
which is necessary for specified purposes and section 18(6) of the Buildings Ordinance 
empowers the Building Authority to authorize entry to buildings in connection with such 
shoring. 
 
2.  This practice note describes the application and authorization procedures and 
emphasizes the rights of those affected by the shoring. 
 
Application 
 
3.  Before making an application to the Building Authority for an authorisation 
under section 18 of the Buildings Ordinance Authorised Person/Registered Structural 
Engineer should ensure that there is no other way of providing precautionary measures than 
to erect shoring inside the adjacent buildings, and also that he has failed in obtaining the 
consent from the owners and occupants of the adjacent buildings for such shoring work 
despite having taken all reasonable steps.   
 
4.  Applications for authorization should be made in writing to the Building 
Authority and should contain the following information : 
 

(a) Name of applicant; 
 
(b) HKID/Passport/Business Registration Certificate Number of 

applicant; 
 
(c) Full address and lot number of the building to be entered; 
 
(d) Purpose(s) for which the authorization is required; 
 
(e) Justification to demonstrate that the erection of shoring inside 

the adjacent building(s) is the only possible means of 
precautionary measures; 

 
(f) Name of any agent to be authorized under section 18(6)(b) of 

the Buildings Ordinance; and 
 
(g) Registration certificate number if applicant or agent is a 

registered contractor. 
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