
 
 
 
 

Buildings Department 74 
Practice Note for Authorized Persons 
and Registered Structural Engineers 

 
 Dewatering in Foundation 
 and Basement Excavation Works 
 
  Dewatering may result from works or may be part of the method for 
constructing foundations and basement excavations.  The procedures for dewatering activities 
and precautionary measures against impairing the stability and causing undue settlement of any 
adjoining buildings, streets and land should be to the satisfaction of the Building Authority 
(BA). 
 
2.  The following information should be included on the plans for submission to 
the Building Authority : 
 
 (a) the foundation details of adjoining buildings and details of 

nearby underground utilities (e.g. fresh water pipe, gas main, 
sewer and the like); 

 
 (b) details of the dewatering proposals including ground treatment, 

if any (e.g. grouting and recharging); 
 
 (c) the method and sequence of construction; and 
 
 (d) the location and details of instrumentation for monitoring the 

effects of  the works on adjoining buildings, streets and land 
(including the change in ground water conditions in the 
adjoining ground) during construction, together with 
information on -- 

 
  (i) criteria for limiting movements and groundwater 

pressures and action to be taken if these limiting 
values are reached; 

 
  (ii) intervals between readings; and 
 
  (iii) availability of monitoring records. 
 
3.  The following information should be submitted with the plans : 
 
 (a) A site investigation report 
 
  This report should include adequate information on groundwater 

and geological conditions including permeability, 
compressibility and consolidation characteristics of the various 
soil strata, particle size  analyses and other test results relevant 
to consideration of the dewatering  activities and preventive 
measures against settlement; 

 
 /(b)  A report .... 
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