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Lightning Protection for Buildings

Hong Kong expeniences lightning strikes every vear, pamicularly during the rainy

s=ason. These mayv cause panic. fire. damage 10 Propery anc mjury to persons. Authorized
persons are therefore reguested 1o consider INCOrporaung Lghtning protecuon svsiems into the

design of new buiidings.

- The need for heghtning proiection may be assesseC Dy z Tisk fastor which vanes
according 1o the size (particulary the height). the use anc the lozaton (whether isolated) of the
buildine anc the number of thundersiorm davs per vear. Methods of assessing the nsk are
provided 1n 1echmical siandards such as Bninsh Standard 6651 : 1990 and Austraiian Siandard

1768-1983. which also advisz on the gesien and consirucuon o: lightning protecuon SySiems.

2 L:chining proteznion 15 parucuiariy imporan: for very @l o 1soiat=d buiidings

anc 1or bulicings wrere jarge numbpers congregate. where users are maiiy chiigren. elderiy or
InAirm persons or where essenuai pubiic utilines/facilines‘services are accommogated. As 2

2ene2! rule. thersiore. e following tvpes of building shouid bs provided with lightming
protecuon :

(2) ven 12l! or :soiated builcings:

(o eXn1d110n Zenires anc assembiv halis:

(c) schools. nospiizls. old peopie’s home and child care centres:
(dy pu::i::. Luiny buiidmgs: ang

() SWITIINE DOOIS In OP=T: areas.
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As for other 1vpes o7 buiiding. simiiar protection 1s advisadie for the saferv and
D=nel: oi thelr users.
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