
 
   Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 
    CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO 
  INITIAL  WRITTEN  QUESTION 

 
 
 
Head :  82 Buildings Department Subhead (No. & title) : 
 
Programme : Buildings and Building Works 
 
Controlling Officer : Director of Buildings 
 
Director of Bureau : Secretary for Development 
 
Question : 
 
Regarding the launching of a system for retrieval of building plans and records in the form of 
electronic images on the Internet, please advise on its progress and the estimated expenditure 
involved.  
 
Asked by : Hon. LAU Kin-yee, Miriam 
 
Reply :  
 
The Buildings Department currently provides service for the public to view and copy records 
of existing buildings in its Building Information Centre.  The Department maintains an 
internal computer system to manage the records.  In 2009-10, the Department will upgrade the 
system to provide the service via the Internet.  Members of the public will be able to inspect 
records of existing buildings and place orders for hard copies of such records online.   
 
The existing computer system was set up with a funding of $50.3 million approved by the 
Finance Committee in July 2003.  The estimated expenditures for upgrading the system to 
enable the provision of services via the Internet and annual maintenance of the system are $8.7 
million and $0.8 million respectively. 
 
The new system is being rolled out in phases.  The “professional launch” targeting at building 
professionals including authorised persons, registered structural engineers and registered 
geotechnical engineers was rolled out in January 2009.  The Department will monitor the 
performance of the system, and plan to roll out the system for members of the public in the 
second half of 2009.  
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