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FOREWORD

This Code of Practice sets out technical details for the guidance
of authorised persons, registered structural engineers and other
parties concerned in their design and construction of a
building/buildings. Compliance with the provisions in this Code
is a primary way of satisfying the requirements for means of
access for firefighting and rescue under Part V of the Building
(Planning) Regulations. This, however, is not the only way of
satisfying such requirements. Other alternatives may also be
acceptable if they fulfill equivalent performance.
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1. lntrodqction

1.1 Part V of the Building (Planning) Regulations rei;uires that ‘every Euilding shall be
provided with such means of access for firefighting and rescue purposes as may be
required by the size and intended use of that building.’

1.2 The Building Authority deals with each case on its merits after full consideration of the

circumstances. Nothing herein contained must be taken as in any way derogating from
the powers of the Building Authority to secure reasonable and adequate means of access

for firefighting and rescue purposes. '

1.3 The requirements contained herein may be accepted as a Code of Practice for the
guidance of authorized persons in the preparation of plans for new buildings.

2. Interpretations
For the purposes of this code, unless otherwise stated,

'Special hazard' means high fire and life risk such as buildings designed wholly for
entertainment purposes and exhibition buildings and the like. .

‘Ground Storéy'

‘Basement Storey" have the same meaning as defined in Code of Practice on
'Industrial Undertaking' Means of Escape

'F.R.P!

"Mean street level' ] have the same meaning as in Building (Planning)
"Height of building’ Regulation 23(1) ‘

+

'Open Staircase' means a staircase open on 3 sides to a void having a minimum area of 10 m?
and a minimum dimension of | m. A clear opening of not less than 900 mm in height
should be provided between the top of the railing and the underside of the staircase.

'Cubical extent of a building’ means the space contained within the external surfaces of its
walls and roof and the upper surface of the floor of its lowest storey but excluding any
space within any enclosure on the roof of the building used exclusively for
accommodating a water tank or lift gear or any like apparatus and where a building on
one or more of its sides is not enclosed by a wall or walls the building where
unenclosed shall be deemed to be extending downwards from the outer edge of the

roof. ‘

'Fireman's lift' means a designated lift so designed as to allow Fire Services personnel safe
access to at least all alternate floors of a building.

'Access staircase' means a staircase so constructed as to allow the Fire Services personnel safe
and unobstructed access to all floors of a building.

'Firefighting & Rescue Stairway' means a stairway accommodating an access staircase, a
fireman's lift and a ventilated lobby.

t
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HOA_Code
o (a) ocors served bv fireman’s t (vara. 4.3(i

1”

The lowest landing of a fireman’s lift should be
situated at the fire service access level but, if this
is impossible due to site constraint or other special
reasons, the lowest landing may be situated not more
than one floor above the fire service access level.

Where the pattern of service of a fireman’s lift
adopted is that the top floor is to be served, the top
floor must be served unless the lift machine room has

to Dbe located at the top floor due to height’

restriction.




(b)

(d)

60 m rule for FRS f(vara. 7.1}

As the 60 m is the distance along which hose can
be laid, it should be measursd from the doorway
between the lobby and the floor area and measured
along any actual passage. If the internal layout is
not known at design stage, a direct line measurement .
of 40 w may be used for design purposes, provided that
the layout of the building when occupied satisfies the
60 m criterion. _

Floors served bv FRS (para. 7.3}

»

FRS should serve all floors and every part of a
floor. Ancillary uses such as car parking and
loading/unloading area in such & building should also
be served by the FRS whether the ancillary uses occupy
the whole floor or part of a floor.

When the roof of the building is served by other
staircases, the FRS should also serve the.roof. This
means that the access staircase in the FRS should go
up to the roof and be provided with a lobby at that
level but the fireman’s lift in the FRS needs not
serve the roof. : s

Access tg FRS in ground storev (para. 7.5(a) & (b))

Set Dback o©of +the FRS from <the street is
permissible. The distance from the street accessible
to fire service appliances to the door of the
fireman’s lift or the first step of the access
staircase in an FRS should not exceed 18 m. :

('C)

(d)

Separation of FRS from ground storev (para. 7.5(c))

Although an FRS should be separated from the
remainder of the ground storey including any cargo
1ift 1lobby/hall, by fire resisting enclosures,
communication opening with the ground storey is
considersd acceptable but must be made through a
protected lobby.

ocation and i obbv_against 8 W

‘[para. 7.7 and 8.2(a))

As the purpose for the FRS lobby to adijoin an
external wall is to ensure adequate ventilation, the
external wall needs not be accessible to fire service
appliances and, instead, it should face the "external
air®. The meaning of M"external air® in B(P)R 31
should be adoptad as if the ventilation opening of the
FRS lobby is taken as the window in a room used for
habitation. A lobby is not required between the
access from street and the FRS at ground storey.




Y
J

(£)

(9)

anica to pafe) ok ara. .

The mechanical system to control ingress of smoke
should be provided to the satisfaction of the Director
of Fire Services who will inspect and accept the
system as if it is an FSI. :

c icatio wee cc aircase d fireman’

1ift in an FRS

It.is acceptable for the access staircase and the
fireman’s lift within an FRS have separate access from
the same street and do not communicate with each other
at G/F.

er_a ireman’

The standards for ordinary fireman‘’s lift should
also apply to the fireman’s lift in an FRS with
certain exception in that :

(1) The fireman’s 1lift in an FRS has to serve
all floors including the top floor unless
the lift machine room has to be located at
the top floor due to height restriction. -

(ii) Up to three fireman’s lifts are permitted in
an FRS but no other 1lifts. The maximum
lobby size should still be 10 m*.

A cargo 1lift should not be designated as a
fireman 1lift, whether it be an ordinary fireman’s lift
or a fireman’s lift in an FRS.




2. ew

(a)

(b)

odified sta ds i he MO od
ocation ire 's 1ift
Similar toc an FRS, a fireman’s 1lift should also

be directly accessible from a street or an open area
having unobstructed access to a street and available

- to fire service appliances at the ground storey

{similar to para. 7.5(a) & (b)).
an’ ift lobbv ara. 4. ivi{a

In order to have a fire protectlon compatible
with the building served by the fireman’s lift, the
FRP of the; 1lift lobby wall should be same as that of
the floor served subject to a maximum of 2 hrs (Wthh
is the FRP required for liftwells). Any opening
giving access from the lobby to the floor should be
filled with a self-closing door having an FRP of half
of that of the wall. The "designated fire service
access to the building” means the access from street
to the fireman’s lift at ground storey and, therefore,
a lobby is not required between such access and the
fireman’s lift. However the fireman’s lift should be
separated from the remainder of the ground storey by
walls having the same FRP as the ground storey and
communication opening with the ground storey is
permitted through a protected lobby.

2
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