
 

  
 

  
 

 
 
   

   
  

  
 

  
   

 
 

 
   

   
     

  
 

     
  

   
   

    
  

 
 

       
 
 

      
       

   
 

 
       

  
   

    
 

     
   

   
  

 
 
 
 
 

 

General Requirements for 
Foundation Works 

To ensure full compliance with the Buildings Ordinance (BO), it is prudent 
for the Authorized Person (AP) who acts as the coordinator of the building works to 
inform the Registered General Building Contractor (RGBC)/Registered Specialist 
Contractor (RSC) of all the imposed conditions attached to this approval. 

2. This approval is based on the assumed loads used in the design of these 
foundations. The superstructural plans, when submitted, may not be approved if the 
loads from the detailed calculations of the superstructure differ from the loads assumed 
in the foundations now approved. 

3. You are reminded that the approval of this submission does not infer that 
any general building plans corresponding to this application will be approved by the 
Building Authority (BA) and it is your duty to ensure that the approved structural 
submissions are compatible with the approved general building plans. 

4. Under item 6 of section 17(1) of the BO, you are required to submit initial 
readings of all the monitoring stations prior to the commencement of the foundation 
works and subsequent monitoring readings at bi-weekly intervals during the course of 
works. A copy of the monitoring record shall be kept on site for inspection by staff of 
Buildings Department (BD). Monitoring checkpoints should be duly monitored and 
assessed at various critical stages of construction works and the RGBC/RSC should 
regularly update the works programme of site activities. 

5. Under regulation 10 of the Building (Administration) Regulations 10 
(B(A)R), you are required to submit a pre-construction condition survey report on the 
ground, the adjacent structures and services located within and in the vicinity of the 
site. The area to be surveyed shall cover at least ________ m from the perimeter of the 
site. Under section 16(3)(b) of the BO, the consent for the commencement of 
foundation works will not be given until the report has been submitted and found 
satisfactory. 

6. The Public Relation Plan (PR Plan) submitted on [Please refer to approval 
letter for details] is hereby acknowledged. Please ensure that prompt and effective 
communication with the occupants of adjacent buildings should be taken in accordance 
with the PR Plan submitted during the course of the works. 

7. You are reminded that the record plans and/or test reports required under 
this approval should be submitted within the time frame as specified in the attached 
appendix/appendices. Delay in the submission of the required documents may affect 
the timely processing of Form BA14 and/or occupation permit applications. 

/8. … 
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8. You are reminded that exemption from regulation 33(1) of the Building 
(Administration) Regulations in respect of minor amendments to the above approved 
works should be obtained prior to carrying out of the minor amendment works during 
construction process.  You are therefore advised to submit the application for exemption 
simultaneously with the application for the first consent to the commencement of the 
said works.  Your attention is drawn to the “Minor Amendments” section of PNAP 
ADM-19. 

9. Your attention is drawn to our circular letter dated 30 March 2023 regarding 
the Smart Site Safety System (SSSS) which can be downloaded from BD website under 
the “Practice notes and circular letters” page of the “Resources” section or at the direct 
link “https://shorturl.at/jmyBY”.  You are strongly encouraged to adopt the SSSS and 
select suitable devices of SSSS for use in your construction contracts based on the 
nature of the construction works and details of the high-risk activities involved.  Please 
note that the Construction Innovation and Technology Fund has launched a new funding 
category on 1 April 2023 to provide subsidies up to $7.5 million per 
contractor/subcontractor to support their adoption of SSSS in construction sites of the 
private sector. Please visit the direct link “https://shorturl.at/chkwy” for details. 

10. To promote green environment and facilitate effective preparation and 
processing of structural submissions, you are encouraged to submit structural plans in 
specified electronic format via Electronic Submission Hub (ESH) as an alternative to 
the conventional paper submission.  For details and type of plans being accepted in 
ESH, please refer to ESH website at https://esh.bd.gov.hk and PNAP ADM-17. 

11. It is noted that the Form BA14 submitted by you on [Please refer to 
approval letter for details] to certify the completion of the ground investigation works 
is not yet accepted by this Department. Your attention is drawn to my letter dated 
[Please refer to approval letter for details] under the reference [Please refer to approval 
letter for details] regarding comments on the supervision plans for the ground 
investigation works.  Under section 16(3)(b) of the BO, consent to the commencement 
and carrying out of the works now approved will not be given until the said Form BA14 
has been acknowledged by the Department. 

12. Under item 7 in section 17(1) of the BO, if temporary steel platforms are 
needed to be erected on slopes and/or top of retaining walls to support plants and 
machineries in order to facilitate the foundation construction works now approved, you 
are required to submit plans showing relevant details of the temporary steel platforms 
including their foundation supports for approval/consideration. 

13. Consent to the commencement and carrying out of the foundation works 
will not be given until the details specified in paragraph 12 above have been approved 
or found satisfactory. 

/14. … 
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14. You are advised to check if there are any dangerous slopes (government or 
private) in the vicinity of the site and the effects of the proposed temporary steel 
platform works on the stability of such slopes. Information on the classifications of 
slopes are given in the Stage 2 Reports prepared by the consultants of Civil Engineering 
Development Department (CEDD) which is available for viewing by public in the 
CEDD library. If the slopes are classified as dangerous, you should submit a 
geotechnical assessment report to ensure that the stability of such slopes would not be 
affected by the proposed temporary steel platform works. Otherwise, suitable 
precautionary measures and monitoring systems should be provided during the course 
of the works. 

15. Under item 6 of section 17(1) of the BO, static plate loading tests should be 
carried out to verify the adequacy of the allowable bearing capacity of the founding 
stratum.  In this connection, the testing procedures and acceptance criteria are required 
to be submitted. Consent to the commencement and carrying out of the [Please refer 
to approval letter for details] works will not be given until the details of the static plate 
load test as specified have been submitted and found satisfactory. 

16. In connection with paragraph 16 above regarding to the static plate loading 
tests, the BD should be notified of the time and date of the test so that they may be 
witnessed by a representative from the Department. 

17. You are reminded that shear pile(s) shall be selected for lateral load proof 
test(s) to verify their performance in addition to the proof test(s) for vertical load 
resisting piles when Form BA14 for foundation works is submitted.  Under regulation 
10 of the B(A)R, the method statement and the acceptance criteria of the lateral load 
proof test should be submitted for acceptance by this Department before the carrying 
out of the proof test. 

18. Under item 6 of section 17(1) of the BO, I impose the following conditions 
on foundation system adopting the presumed allowable values of the founding stratum 
as given in the Technical Guidance Note No. 53 issued by the Geotechnical Engineering 
Office: 

(a) Settlement analysis of the foundation should be performed to take 
due account of the as-constructed pile lengths/founding levels and 
the soil-structure interaction; 

(b) Assessment of the structures supported by the foundation should be 
carried out to confirm that the structures can tolerate the settlements 
determined at (a) above; 

(c) Upon completion of the foundation works, a report containing the 
analysis and assessment conducted in (a) and (b) above should be 
submitted to the Building Authority; 

/(d) … 
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(d) A settlement monitoring scheme should be implemented to monitor 
the performance of the foundations throughout the construction 
period of the superstructure.  The monitoring scheme should be 
submitted to the Building Authority for agreement before the 
commencement of [please refer to approval letter for details e.g. pile 
cap/superstructure works]; and 

(e) A final performance review report on the settlement behaviour of the 
structure with consideration of settlement records in (d) above 
should be submitted prior to the application of occupation permit or 
the submission of Form BA14 for A&A works as appropriate. 
Occupation permit will not be issued or Form BA14 will not be 
acknowledged until the final performance review is found 
satisfactory by the Building Authority. 
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